Newport Lakes – Don’t forget the rocks!
There is so much to see and reflect upon at Newport Lakes that we often overlook ... the rocks.

Most people know that the rocks are basalt, aka bluestone.  That was the reason for the quarry.  But when I visit the Lakes I can’t help looking at the rocks and wondering about their history.  I have found that a lifelong study of geology (albeit without formal qualifications) enriches my enjoyment of our scenery.
Just one example for a start.  Some of the basalt in the old quarry has what looks like bubbles in it, and that is indeed what they were when formed by gases in the molten volcanic lava.  These cavities  are called vesicles, and were commonly formed when water in the path of the lava turned to steam.

I have found that the more I learn about volcanoes, the more I realise I don’t know.  The scenery they leave varies widely, as does the composition and source of the rocks.  Not all volcanoes are basaltic, but that is my focus for this article, because that is the type that dominates Newport, Williamstown and much of western Victoria.   And the scenery created by basaltic activity varies widely.
When I stroll through the Lakes, I can’t help thinking how fluid the lava must have been, spreading over plains and running down valleys.  Then it began to cool, solidify, contract and crack.  The cracks (geologists usually call them joints) often form interesting patterns, such as can be seen at the Organ Pipes park to our north at Keilor.  Williamstown is fortunate to have the rare ‘lava blister’ down on the coast near the football ground.  The blasting of the quarry may have deprived us of special features like them, but it is always worth a look as you pass cliffs and boulders. The shape of  vesicles, mentioned above, is often scrutinised by geologists to determine the direction of the lava flow, but we have to keep in mind that many rocks at the Lakes have been moved around by people.
Basalt owes many of its properties to the fact that it comes from the Earth’s mantle, the layer below the crust. 
For more about basalt and other geological issues, there are plenty of books in libraries and shops that can provide intriguing explanations.  One of my favourites is “The Geology of Australia” by David Johnson.
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